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Medical Fact Sheet 
Frequently Asked Questions - Tail Tip Trauma / ‘Happy Tail’ 
 
1. Why does ‘Happy Tail’ occur? 

 
‘Happy Tail’ or tail tip trauma typically occurs in those greyhounds that frequently wag their tail in a 
confined space (e.g. a kennel wall or trailer compartment). The constant beating of the tail against a hard 
surface will eventually result in damage to the skin around the tail tip, often with a laceration (cut). 
Damage to the last 10cm of the tail will usually result in a lot of bleeding, splattering blood around the 
area. If the tail tip is constantly swollen from the damage, especially if the bone becomes damaged as 
well, the blood supply may be reduced, slowing the healing. The repeated trauma of the tail tip makes 
managing this condition difficult unless you take necessary measures to protect the tail and/or can 
remove surfaces on which it could hurt itself. 

 
2. What do I do when I see ‘Happy Tail’ on my greyhound? 

 
The first step is to ensure the greyhound does not continue to hit its tail against hard surfaces. Either 
relocate the dog to a wider space or if possible remove/protect the hard surface(s). Next, ensure that you 
inspect the tail to identify the severity of the damage and bleeding. If the bleeding is slow, the cut is small, 
and the greyhound does not express discomfort when the area is inspected, then provide basic first aid – 
see First Aid for ‘Happy Tail’ on the next page.  

 
3. When should I refer to a veterinarian? 

 
You should seek veterinary attention in any of the following conditions: 

I. the bleeding is continuous, fast or seems to have a ‘heartbeat’ like rhythm; 
II. the cut is greater than 1cm in length; 

III. there is moderate to severe swelling on the tail tip; 
IV. there are signs of infection such as moderate to severe swelling with oozing or a bad smell; 
V. there is bone exposure; 

VI. the skin or tissue around the tail tip is dark in colour; 
VII. the greyhound expresses discomfort on touch; 

VIII. if it continues to bleed despite initial inspection of a small (< 1 cm) cut and dressing applied; or 
IX. if you are at all concerned. 

 
4. Would my greyhound be in pain? 

 
Yes, there would always be pain experienced from this trauma although there will be variable degrees of 
pain depending on the severity of the trauma. If the greyhound expresses pain or discomfort, then it is 
strongly recommended to refer to your veterinarian. 

 
The constant tail wagging does not simply mean the greyhound is happy; rather it indicates the greyhound 
is in an aroused state. Unfortunately, in spite of experiencing pain, most ‘happy tail’ cases will continue to 
traumatize their tail.  
 
Pain is the unpleasant sensation or experience associated with actual or potential tissue damage. Pain 
from cuts usually develops within an hour of the injury. Pain can occur as a direct result of the cut or 
laceration in the skin, from the subsequent inflammation or from the impairment of normal blood supply 
to the area. While there may be variable degrees of pain depending on the severity of the trauma, it is 
nonetheless unnecessary pain and discomfort for the greyhound.  
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5. How can I prevent ‘happy tail’ from occurring?  
 
Some of these suggestions may be useful if you believe your greyhound is at risk of ‘happy tail’ or s/he has 
a history of trauma: 
 

I. Ensure the greyhound has plenty of space, so as to decrease the chance of hitting the tail against 
a hard surface or object. For example, opt for a wider kennel.  

II. If your greyhound usually gets excited when s/he sees you, then get in the habit (training) of 
staying calm on initial approach or interaction until you get to a larger space.  

III. In those instances where a larger space is not possible (for example, during transport), 
temporarily wrap the tail with soft padding such as a pool noodle split in half and slightly 
hollowed out, a hair roller or the plastic insert from a roll of track leg tape.  

IV. If the greyhound is prone to re-injuring the tail on race day, place a light bandage on the tail tip 
before kenneling.  

V. If the trauma is small, then addressing it early will help prevent a much larger or complicated 
problem.  

 
 

First Aid for ‘Happy tail’ 
 
Basic tail tip trauma first aid: 
 

I. Safely clip any hair within 1cm of the wound with clippers of scissors. 
II. Ensure the wound is flushed with sterile, warm saline to remove any possible contamination such as 

dirt or other debris. You may then apply an appropriate disinfectant to the site such as Povidone 
Iodine.  

III. Once the wound is dry, apply a non-adherent dressing ensuring you cover the cut (e.g. Melonin®). Do 
not apply adhesive tape directly to the injury as this will cause trauma to the site when removed and 
may also delay healing. 

IV. Wrap the dressing lightly with a second layer such as Soffban® bandage. This will ensure the dressing 
is kept against the wound, provides absorption in case of continued bleeding/oozing and cushions any 
trauma. 

V. Finally, apply an elastic self-adherent layer such as Vetwrap® or Elastoplast®. Apply 1/3 of this layer 
above the second layer so that it is securely attached to the greyhound’s tail hair. Ensure this is not 
applied tightly to avoid accidentally cutting off the blood flow to the tail tip. 

VI. Check the bandaging at least twice daily for any signs of blood saturation or discomfort. The bandage 
should be removed to inspect the cut at least every 48 hours. 

 
 

 


